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An Interpretation of

House Bill 138:

Academic Eligibility and the Issuance of a Blue Certificate

In Driver Education

SYNOPSIS

This law requires minimal academic achievement by any student enrolled in a State approved driver education course prior to the issuance of a High School Driver Education Certificate: i.e. the blue certificate. In order to be academically eligible to receive a blue certificate from certified driver education teacher, a student must be pursuing a regular course of study or its equivalent as approved by the Department of Education, and must be passing at least five (5) credits. Two (2) of those credits must be in separate areas of English, mathematics, science or social studies.

A student forfeits or regains his/her eligibility on the day report cards are issued. Ineligible students have the subsequent marking period to bring their grades into academic eligibility.

SCHEDULING OF 10TH GRADERS IN DRIVER EDUCATION DURING THE

REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR

A student must meet the minimum credit requirements to qualify as a 10th grader to be enrolled in a regular driver education course in a nonpublic or public high school during the regular school year.

A student shall be scheduled in a driver education course if he/she qualifies as a 10th grade student as of September 30th and the student is included in the 10th grade student count submitted to the Department of Education by the local school district or nonpublic high school. Driver education is free for 10th graders counted in the September 30th student count.

ELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE A BLUE CERTIFICATE BY A CERTIFIED

DRIVER EDUCTION TEACHER

A certified driver education teacher determines if the student is meeting the requirements of the driver education course. Each student must complete thirty (30) hours of classroom instruction, seven (7) hours of in-car instruction and seven (7) hours of in-car observation. Driver education teachers must verify with the high school principal or his/her designee the academic eligibility of students enrolled in the driver education course.
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